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6 May 1955 


DRAFT MEMORANDUM FOR THE DC I 
SUBJECT: Political Trends in Saigon 


1. Bao Dai (is continuing his efforts to retain his nominal 




to retain his nominal * - 


role as Chief of State and] now has a ’’new" plan - which he may present 

A 

to French and US officials in Paris. This plan may receive some 


support from the French, but it would almost certainly be unaccept- 

A 

able to practically all elements in Vietnam. The events of the 
past two weeks have practically eliminated Bao Dai's influence in 
Vietnam. There is little remaining sentiment for his retention, 
even as a constitutional monarch. Diem and his supporters almost 
certainly would not now agree to any council named by Bao Dai, and 
particularly one containing Buu Loc, Buu Hoi, and the Cao Dai Pope. 

-to "sell" this plan would almost cer- 

A 



effort 


tainly be rejected 
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2, At the moment, Diem, /the Fromfe Foreign Office 
appear to agree that Bao Dai has little Influence and that probably 
he will be eventually deposed. They also appear to agree that this 
should be accomplished gradually and in a relatively orderly fashion. 
Diem's approach involves having the Estates General (a conference of 
provincial and local officials convoked by Diem on 4 May) approve 


the following steps: (a) Bao Dai to proclaim that he Restores! all 
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national^assembly once it is constituted by free elections, and 
(c) Bao Dai to guarantee that he will not attempt to change the 
government, withdraw powers from Diem, or otherwise intervene in in- 
ternal Vietnamese affairs pending action by the qmsWSSm assembly. 
The French Foreign Office regards this approach as providing the ^ 
best prospect for settling the present crisis and for curbing the 
Revolutionary Council which they regard as a dangerous menace. 


3. At the moment, it 




-t Diem able 


’7 


AS* t 


control of the situation. The self-styled Revolutionary Coun- 

A 

oil now appears to be competing with Premier Diem for political 

. -•lead in South Vietnam. Th e - S oimcli is not a unified group 

{. ^ j.-- 8316 at lts >i*e«pt±on was primarily an-4^c^tunis±,ic-.«reaM^"»ctf tfU. L 

]*v ^ .p 

SS 25 ^-«.§.ect generals «4®sigi%d to rally nationalist support and, possi- 

, f t- “ — — w.VT'N <r~1U tfb 

bly, to * 



Diem^appears to be using the 
Estates General as a counterweight to the extremist pressures orig- 
inating from the Revolutionary Council. i fe» » ovog. Diem's govern- 
ment appears to have the loyalty of the bulk of the Vietnamese 
National Amy (VNA), which is the key element in the Saigon area, 
ah^ he probably could disperse the Council if it offered an immediate 

threat to the government. Q) 

\ 

4i. Although the Revolutionary Council offers an inviting 
target for Viet Min& inf iltration aid exploitation, there is as yet 




If 
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no aign^^a nt evidence from French or other sources that the 
Council is now being influenced by Viet Minh agents. Moreover, the 
principal source of power of the Council, the sect troops beh ind 
certain Council leaders, are themselves strongly anti— Communist 

5. \ Diem is aware of the danger of Communist infiltration of \ 

Jt ' V, 

^the Revolutionary Council, although he states he has no evidence of j 


| 

\ such activity at this timei. He is also concerned. iasA t h .euj jeaaw c^ 3 b ,. 


pswcfce anti-French incidents in Saigon, thereb y creating: a dange r 

/ V tt. a y, Ul I 

He desires ifatt the French 
A 


(flMk' 

(A S 


situation. 

make gestures of support for his government so that the present 


high degree of suspicion of French motives and actions in the recen 
crisis may be moderated and the chances of anti-French manifesta- 
tions reduced. It is unlikely that such approaches can be made 
with optimum results so long as General Ely remains in Saigon. 


6. The possibility remains that Diem will be unable to control 

__ . I/™* 

the Estates-General and that comb i n ed elements, of Lhe'"B'S " ‘ 

-eaal -mm the Revolutionary Council 1 will demand the immediate depos- 

ing of Bao Dai. In this event, Diem will probably feel it essen- 

ivv l i ■■■ 

tial to go along. As he has explained to General Collins, he be- 
lieves "everyone" is againstN^^jai, and he would probably believe 

> 

that to resist further would seriously prejudice his ability to re- 
tain control of the situation. 



/ 
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7. If Bao Dai is quickly deposed, extremist elements would 

have increased their power^and -there would be increased opportuni- 
st/ 

ties for i^utj^^Viet Minh exploitation. There might also be some 


defections in support of Bao Dai among higher VNA officers. In 
general, however, we believe the bulk of the VNA would remain lcyal 
to Diem and that he would be able to retain control of the govern- 
ment, at least until a constitutent assembly was formed. 


8 , In- any easoy'-if 'tfee- U&’and Ppaaoa „ nre to aontj p u ft — 
idafluenoe-'dev^lopra^ they- w-ill have no feasible al- 

ternative in the short run than to c ontinu e e oopor a ti en with Diem. 
In the event Diem concurs in actions to depose Bao Dai, aryj effort 

to restore Bai Dai's influence directly or ^ 



tlir©u^^aiterviative^ndividual»'-' or'SolutbsaMs., would probably 


strengthen the position of extremist elements, produce anti-US and 
serious anti-French manifestations, and increase the possibilities 
of Viet Minh exploitation of the situation. 



Approved For Release 2000/08/07 : CIA 


RW*$ffS^04A( 


04A000200020003-4 



Approved For Release 2000/08/07 : 


i00200020QjQ£- 


-4 


Ftdhfe-ib 
^ 4tf6' 
(71a Pi- X) 


*3 April 1 m 


tmmwm ?m rm mxmm or cmmt, nmunisi 


khrmit at Oarjarrl CdUiaa* raftaritfB .sA'Vitt* In t*» tan* 

la*r rwlnu^ t» tihft SUta n^partRamt ««a bn bHsfly mmz&?im& 


4* TO4HR f t&&!C£* 

9* fs» rtfeanlioa In Sew Hi flnlww in m&UnHv m«*ib&l» 
t© i lm'» f*Uur©», sjy ud tt» Ttsm&i mm Is a* 

«im«« |w| lu^bi imm a&mai'itAM fern ii, 

3. 

iu 


I3T W®6NR S# rn mm lw1H| TOW ftps* pi* 

A rmawmr gwwwMml* «&IMnr tm *3m$ 

Mat* 9t tfet fltfUiaM»Bil yattani w ftloag tte* H«tt 
«f thr $k» 06 pits* afen&tf *• «»t«MiiMit 


5 # Btn re®i#t Ip 


4« tfc* 


i» #£f«r %im mmmmp gwarw- 
tttw* 

tPftvvpflCEl wt&s wartt# 


$!&* MtiM& 91# 4&i4«t ****** t mibm «f feuat ftii&Attl tin 91 1*1 WA 

ii WW Aivf Wm tB*W>i|P fa ll *m wm Iw j/mm*mw m&m rnrrnmmm 

• mt anlliM |k«, m&A 4ih* Ami Itt 

9 l 9 i 9 (BHSPiwVp 9 pSsP** Vat' 9 reW v^ 9 V?*s 9 iw^V W* 99 f. wBWF IT *sP 9 rv^'v PpW^pitTff 

«f m mm$m*Sm In Omni c^nin^ iwtiaaMnar m it was ipsa «»t 

a pk 

9»S VrWp W* pKfTP# 


25X1 A9a 


* HhrmnAi 


DOCUMENT NO. 

NOCHANGE IN CLASS. □ 
sj declassified 

/CLASS. CHANGED TO: TS S C 
NEXT REVIEW DATE: 


AU *!M*Wi5 °r Release 2000/08/07 

.OATf: _JZA.il. REVIEWER: 372044 J 



04A000200020003-4 



